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SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


The Selectmen of the Town of Walpole submit the fol- 
lowing report for the year ending February 1, 1877 :— 


HENRY S. CLARK, 


of 
HENRY E. CRAIG, 


JAS. G. SCOTT, Selectmen 


Walpole. 


APPROPRIATIONS FOR 1876, BY VOTE OF 


THE TOWN. 
Support of poor and other town charges, $4,000 00 
Support of schools, 6,000 00 
Repairs of highways, 3,900 00 
New hearse, 700 00 
Public library, 250 00 
Revision of records, 50 00 
State tax, 1,494 00 
County tax, 1,280 22 
Overlayings, 481 63 
$17,705 85 
ESTIMATES FOR THE YEAR 1877. 

Support of poor and other town charges, 4,000 O00 
Support of schools, 6,000 O00 
- Repairs of highways, 3,500 00 
Public library, 250 00 
State tax, 1,500 00 


County tax, $1,200 00 
Overlayings, 500 00 
$16,950 00 


STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILI- 
TIES OF THE TOWN OF WALPOLE, FEB- 
RUARY 1st, 1877. 

ASSETS. 


Real estate, $16,943 75 


PERSONAL ESTATE. 


Amount at almshouse, $1,539 22 
Amount in treasury, 5,070 25 
Amount due from taxes, 1875, 578 79 


Amount due from taxes, 1876, 1,770 21 
Amount due from State for State 


aid, : 224 50 
| oo 9,182 97 
Total assets, $26,126 72 
LIABILITIES. 
Balance unexpended of appro- 
priation for schools, $5 lo be 
Amount of claims against the 
town, 300 00 
Town-house fund, 65 58 
3,879 30 


Excess of assets over liabilities, —— 
February 1, 1877, $22,247 42 
Excess of assets over liabilities, Feb. 1, 1876, 22,084 34 


Increase of net assets, $163 08 
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ORDERS DRAWN ON THE TREASURY, 


From February 1st, 1876, to February 1st, 1877 :— 


SCHOOLS. 


CENTRE DISTRICT. 


To A. H. K. Blood, salary, teacher High 
School, 64 months, at $150, and 5 months, 
at $140, 

Emma F. Hartshorn, salary assistant 
teacher High School, 27 weeks, at $10, 

Mary Morey, salary, teacher Intermediate 
School, 23 weeks, at $10, 

J. Ella Bacon, salary, teacher Primary 
School, 27 weeks, at $11.25, 

Mary Morey, salary, teacher Grammar 
School, 20 weeks, $11, 

S. W. Hartshorn, care of* house, 16 weeks, 
at $5, 

Ralph V. Spear, care of house, 

David Fisher, coal, 


VILLAGE DISTRICT. 


To E. A. Sumner, salary, teacher Interme- 

diate School, 11 weeks, at $10, 

David Fisher, coal, 

C. F. Allen, salary, teacher Grammar 
School, 26 weeks, at $12, 

H. W. Healy, care of house, 28 weeks, 
at $3, 

E. E. Kimball, salary, teacher Interme- 
diate School, 8 weeks, at $10, 

E. L. Bullard, salary, teacher Intermedi- 
ate School, 


$1,650 
270 
230 
303 
220 

80 


96 
158 


$3,008 


$110 
147 


312 


48 


80 


00 


00 


00 


(iB) 


00 


OO 


50 
43 


68 


00 
oak 


00 


0) 


00 


132 00 


6 
L. D. Morton, salary, teacher Intermedi- 
ate School, 7 weeks, at $11, 
J. Ella Bacon, salary, teacher Primary 
School, 12 weeks, at $11, 
W. F. Merrill, care of house, 


Mary Robbins, cleaning house, 
Elizabeth Bassett, cleaning house, 


NORTH DISTRICT. 


To C. E. Eaton, teaching, 39 weeks, 
S. E. Bentley, care of house, 
Iva Frizell, cutting wood, 


Charles Hartshorn, wood, 
F. F. Neal, care of house, 


SOUTH DISTRICT. 


To L. A. Lewis, teaching Grammar School, 

39 weeks, 

L. D. Morton, teaching Primary School, 
27 weeks, 

W.E. Morton, care of house, 

Horatio Boyden, wood, 

Lillie J. Smith, teaching Primary, 15 
weeks, 

H. S. Clarke, coal, 


Lewis Tiffany, cutting wood 
J 9 ee ’ 


EAST DISTRICT. 


To F. N. Perkins, teaching Grammar School, 
35 weeks, | 
A. A. Polleys, teaching Primary School, 
35 weeks, 


$516 387 


$456 00 


270 00 


63 90 
16 00 


135 00 
22 50 
7 25 


$970 65 


$419 50 


338 00 


7 


Patrick Smith, cutting wood, $6 25 
Hannah Geary, care of house, 58 90 
J. H. Smith, cutting wood, VUES 
Warren Morse, wood, 63 00 
$903 40 

WEST DISTRICT. 

ToW. F. O’Brien, salary, teacher, $280 00 
D. O’Brien, care of house, 23 50 
D. O’Brien, wood, 25 75 

$329 25 
STATEMENT OF SCHOOL ACCOUNT. 

Amount of appropriation, by the town, 
tr, $6,000 00 

Balance unexpended Feb. 1, 1876, as per 
report that date, 4,155 02 

Amount received from State, income of 
school fund, 190 58 

$10,345 60 

Amount paid out from Treasury, $6,831 88 

Balance unexpended Feb. 1, 1877, 3,513 72 

$10,345 60 


HIGHWAYS, TOWNWAYS AND BRIDGES. 


To David Fisher, surveyor, $428 
Luman Gay, surveyor, 667 
Edwin Everett, surveyor, 414 
A. F. Boyden, surveyor, | 488 
Simon Gould, surveyor, 433 


L. L. Bowker, surveyor, aoa 


96 
a 
50 
25 
63 
51 


$2,786 84 
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REPAIRS OF CULVERTS AND BRIDGES. 


To David Fisher, culvert on Spring street, $47 35 
L. W. Gilmore, labor on railing, 10 80 
James Burns, labor on railing, 8 70 
L. W. Gilmore, labor on bridge, 4 28 
P. Riordan, labor on bridge, 3 45 
M. Scanlon, labor on bridge, 3 AD 
M. Barton, labor on bridge, 1 50 
H. E. Bacon, labor on bridge, 2 40 
Charles Boyden, labor on bridge, 3 00 
David Fisher, culvert near J. H. Mann, Ets 
George H. Kingsbury, lumber for railing, 1 76 
Simon Gould, labor on culvert, 9 00 
Solomon Severy, culvert near M. Peirce, 8 00 
Aug. Richards, culvert near M. Peirce, 6 OO 
A. F. Boyden, labor on bridge, | 9 00 
William H. Boyden, labor on bridge, 3 00 
Harvey Boyden, labor on bridge, 4 50 
C. G. Hall, labor on bridge, 3 75 
C.S. Booth, labor on bridge, East street, 17 50 
Charles Hartshorn, labor.on bridge, East Street, 4 00 
Geo. H. Kingsbury, lumber for bridge, 16 18 
K. P. Boyden, bridge timber, 12 00 
E. Nickleson, labor on culvert, Gag 
George P. Morey, covering stone, 9 00 
Luman Gay, labor on bridge, 28 25 
L. W. Gilmore, labor on bridge, aay 
Horatio Boyden, labor on bridge, 16:22 
QO. A. Johnson, labor on bridge, re 
W. H. Leatherbee & Son, lumber for bridge, 30 51 
B.C. & F. R. R., freight on lumber, 3 70 
V.S. Pond, lumber for bridge, 3 95 
H. 8. Clark, labor on bridge, 15 00» 
Lyman Curtis, labor on bridge, 1 87 
Lewis Tiffany, labor on bridge, . 4 50 


$318 O1 


Si 


REPAIRS ON “DOVER ROAD.” 


BY ORDER OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS. 


To Nathaniel Noyes, labor and material, 


REMOVING SNOW. 


ToSimon Gould, 
A. F. Boyden, 
Josiah Marston, 
M. D. Haley, 
Richard Drake, 
B. Delaney, 
George E. Gay, 


Orders drawn for bills of labor, etc., in 1875, 


To Horatio Boyden, labor and material, 
William Moore, gravel, 
Billing Ellis, sharpening drills, 
Charles Hartshorn, labor on railing, 
C. F. Everett, gravel, 
FEF. W. Bird, labor and material, 


Total amount expended as above, 
Amount of appropriation, 


Deficiency, 


PUBLIC LIBRARY. 


To Lockwood, Brooks & Co., books, 
F. W. Bird, 6 
Cochran & Lamson, 


$294 74 


$54 00 
FIVOS 
10 20 
193 
1 05 
2 25 
5 03 


$104 41 


$7 OO 
64 20 
3 00 
16 50 
10 00 
16 15 


$116 85 


$3,620 85 
3,900 00 


$120 85 


$359 64 
25 00 
92 90 


$477 54 


10 


Amount of appropriations, $250 00 
Amount received for dog licenses, 235 00 


Balance unexpended, 


NEW HHARSE. 


To Tolman, Russell & Co., 
B. C. & F. Railroad for freight, 


Amount of appropriation, $700 00 


Balance unexpended, 


oe by. i Dey. WBF 


To E. E. Jackson, 
Edward Clinton, 
Geo. W. Nickerson, 

M. M. Thompson, 


STATE TAX. 


To State treasurer, 


SUPPORT OF POOR: AND OTHER 
CHARGES. 


ASSISTANCE TO POOR AT ALMSHOUSE. 


To David Fisher, coal, 
Charles Hartshorn, wood and swine, 
Hartshorn & Priest, supplies, 
O. F. Healy, salary, 
E. C. Craig & Co., supplies, 
S. E. Stone, medical attendance, 


$500 00 
14 05 


$514 05 


185 95 


$ 48 00 
106 50 
40 00 
30 00 


$224 50 


$1,494 00 


TOWN 


$97 O04 
58 00 
37 82 
500 00 
441 38 
45 70 


is 


J. N. Thompson, supplies, 72 50 
KE. A. Mason, blacksmithing, 14 24 
A. L. Hartshorn, repairs, 16 75 
W. P. Sargent & Co., harness, 25 00 
M. W. Allen, repairs, ; 1 80 
T. A. Barrett, repairs, 4 50 
Albert Fisher, paper and painting, 4 40 
Albert Gay, repairing cart, 2 00 
O. F. Healy, supplies and extra labor, 355 78 
$1,676 91 
ASSISTANCE TO POOR OUT OF ALMSHOUSE. 
David Fisher, coal to Mrs. Geary and Mrs. 

Delaney, $47 34 
S. E. Stone, medical attendance on paupers, 102 50 
Dr. Cragin, medical attendance on Mrs. 

Geary, 5 00 
Dr. Hitchcock, medical attendance on Ga- 

len Smith, t.50 
Mrs. Hannah Geary, town aid, 5 00 
E. C. Craig & Co., aid to paupers, 82 72 
J. N. Thompson, aid to Mrs. Delaney, 114 85 
J. G. Scott, aid to paupers, 34 05 
John Brown, board of D. Fales, 40 00 
Taunton Hospital care of insane paupers, 975 55 
Worcester Hospital, care of ‘ 183 74 
H. W. Gilmore, board of Mrs. Jackson, 88 00 
N. B. Wilmath, burial of Mrs. Jackson, DOES 
Charles Hartshorn, wood to Mrs. Geary, 7 50 
H. L. Boyden, supplies to Galen Smith, 18 23 
A. S. Richardson, board of E. Gay, 45 00 
E. P. Boyden, aid to transient paupers, 2 75 
Nathaniel Bird, conveying paupers to State 

Almshouse, 14 00 
City of Boston, aid to paupers, 122 00 

$1,525 48 
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REPAIRS OF SCHOOL HOUSES. 


To E. C. Boyden, repairs South District, $10 00 
BP. os Boyden, 1) «* North ee 1 00 
S. W. Hartshorn,‘ Centre 6 4.00 
Jeremiah Boyden, ‘* South Mi 1 37 
A. L. Hartshorn,‘ Centre and Village ‘* 7 57 
Albert Fisher, <‘‘ Village . 66 L500 
T. A. Barrett, <‘* Centre s 10:.29 
TT) A. Barrett," **')Village As 11 30 
Boston Lightning Rod Company, rods N orth 

District, 28 00 
Booth & Spear, relaying wall Centre District, .35 00 
Geo. H. Kingsbury, shingles, Village  * 8 50 
J. L. Ross, furniture, Centre ‘ 74 67 
A. L. Hartshorn, repairs Centre:?".*% 50 20 
AL due LIS ESHOrnan vie Villigen 55 96 
T. A. Barrett, 6 Centre an 163 50 
Albert Fisher, es Village "** 2 00 
B. F. Merrill, ‘¢ Centreand Village‘* 10 05 
L. H. Weaver, ee 6 yh re aia a dD:DO 
Ale Hartshorn, a dh tli 8 20 
W. F. Bassett, te Village  ** 2 00 
Jos.Whitehouse, ‘ East 6 2 40 
Warren Morse, es East 6 7 00 
Jos.Whitehouse, ‘ East me 14 98 
Albert Gay, i North i 5 00 
F.N. Neal, 66 North 6 1 90 
M. W. Allen, s Village ‘* 4 75 
C. E. Eaton, 6 North 66 31 

$560 35 
INCIDENTALS FOR SCHOOLS. 

To Samuel Allen, chair, bell, etc., $11 12 

J. N. Thompson, sundries, 242 


H. L. Boyden, és South District, 5k 


Asa Frizell, cleaning two clocks, 
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H. C. Kendall, filling out diplomas, 


J. N. Thompson, school books, 


$1 50 
3.15 
ae ae) 


G. H. Hartshorn, music at graduation exercise, 7 00 
E. C. Craig & Co., sundries, 
A. H. Balcom, repairing two clocks, 
J. N. Thompson, sundries, 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


To Harvey Boyden, return of deaths, 
Geo. P. Morey, registering and returning 


births, etce., 


Geo. P. Morey, canvassing representative 


vote, 


Town of Sharon, proportion of State and 


county tax 1875, 


Norfolk Insurance Company, policies ot in- 


surance on Almshouse, 


State of Massachusetts, State’s proportion 


of liquor license, 


Town of Norfolk, taxes, 
Mason Peirce, express charges, 
Dedham National Bank, treasurer’s note, 


First Parish, use of vestry, 
E. C. Bacon, painting guide boards, 


Lewis Gould, return of deaths, 


21 58 
1 50 
3 14 


$59 52 


$2 00 


104 28 
50 00 


12 50 
3 92 
27.75 
5,000 00 
36 00 
8 00 
1 50 


$5,291 55 


MAINTAINING STREET LAMPS. 


To Patrick Welch, 
W. W. Shepard, 
H. S. Clark, 

E. C. Craig, 
J. H. Leland, 


1 
1 
2 
2 
1 


lamp 


1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


year, 
€6 


$6 00 
6 00 
12 00 
12 00 
6 00 


_S. W. Hartshorn, 


To 


H. L. Boyden, 
Mason Peirce, 
First Parish, 
Simeon Clap, 
W. Glover, 
Calvin Hartshorn, 
H. C. Briggs, 
A.H. Upton, 

S. Emlyn Stone, 
Geo. A. Kendall, 
L. A. Priest, 
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TOWN OFFICERS. 


Geo. P. Morey, services, Town Clerk 1 year, $50 00 


Samuel Allen, 6 Treasurer 1- * 

Nathaniel Bird, << Constable 1874 and 
LB totes 

Charles Hartshorn, services Selectman, etc., 
1875, Assessor 1876, 

E. P. Boyden, services Selectman, ete., 1875, 
Assessor 1876, 

W. B. Smith, services School Committee, 


A. C. Godfrey, <‘ « rr 
William Moore, ‘ v6 6 
J. G. Scott, ‘¢ Selectman, Assessor 


and Overseer, 
Edmund Polleys, services Collector 1874, 
S. W. Hartshorn, ‘* Special Constable, 
Mary R. Bird, ‘¢ School Committee, 
J. N. Smith, eS 2 it: 


50 


60 


121 


~ 105 


58 
1 
23 


450 
125 
10 
18 
20 


$1,092 


00 
00 
00 
00 
85 


00 
13 
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PRINTING AND STATIONERY. 


To J. N. Thompson, stationary, $2 95 
Rockwell & Churchill, printing town reports, 250 00 
Rockwell & Churchill, printing for schools, ye Cr hs) 
C. K. Darling, order book. 10 00 
H. J. Howland, blanks for dog licenses, 3 00 
J. N. Fairbanks & Co., books for Town Clerk, 15 50 


oo 


$329 20 
ABATEMENT OF TAXES. 
To Edmund Polleys, abatement on per tax of 


Charles Lewando, for 1874 and 1875, $100 00 
Dupee & Stone, trustees, abatement of per 


tax_of Joseph Hawes for 1876, 42 39 
Lewis Gould, abatement of tax 1875, oua0 
Thomas Kerrisey, ‘‘ eee rl Oo Gl) 30 
B. Rhoades, HP ceare ae mee 60 
Lowell Adams, 6 AOU a: 3 00 
T. J.& E. Bonney, * dk il aN 96 
J. P. Hamlin, bi Cee pies 11 00 
Duncan Patrick, << ae Se ea 4 40 
Lucy Lawrence, ‘‘ So eny Ui so 54 
aeis. Cram do Co;, Chane e 6 24 00 
N. T. Folsom, 66 yo es 20 00 
Edmund Polleys, <‘ ‘¢ poll taxes 1875, 108 00 
Edmund Polleys, * ‘¢ sundry ‘* for 1875, 32 19 

$350 74 

Amount appropriated for poor and town charges, 4,000 00 

Balance unexpended Feb. 1, 1876, 4,478 85 
Amount of receipts from all sources applied 

to the payment of town charges, 6,369 65 

$14,848 50 

Payments from Treasury as per report, $11,015 53 

Balance unexpended Feb. 1, 1877, OOO 2 et 


a 


$14,848 50 
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AUDITOR'S REPORT. 


The undersigned, one of the Auditors of Accounts for the financial year 
ending January 31st, 1877; has attended to the duty assigned him, and reports 
that he has examined the Treasurer’s accounts, and finds them accurately cast and 
properly vouched. He has also examined the vouchers in the hands of the Select- 
men, for which orders have been drawn on the Treasurer, and finds some of 
them are insufficient, as they are not made in detail, while one order, drawn in 
favor of O. F. Healey (Superintendent of Almshouse), for supplies and extra 
labor, amount, three hundred and fifty-five and seventy-eight one hundredths 
dollars ($350.78), is not supported by any voucher. I would suggest that in 
future the Selectmen should not draw an order in settlement of any bill pre- 
sented against the town, except the bill be made out in detail, and that any 
officer of the town who may have occasion to pay out money for the benefit of 
the town, should take a bill in detail made to the town, and present the same 
to the Selectmen for settlement, and that all bills for supplies &c., should be 
made by parties furnishing the same, and not by middle men. I would also 
suggest that all bills paid in the current year, contracted in a previous year, 
should be entered in the report separately, that the town may know how much 
it costs to carry on the affairs of the town each year; also that the amount of 
the indebtedness of the town at the end of the financial year should be stated 


in detail as accurately as possible. 
Respectfully submitted, 
GEORGE E. CRAIG, one of the Auditors. 
WALPOLE, Mass., Feb. 15, 1877. 


The subscriber, one of the Auditors chosen by the Town of Walpole, to 
audit the accounts of the Selectmen and Treasurer, has attended to his duty, 
and find their accounts correct and properly vouched. 


JAMES N. THOMPSON. 
WALPOLE, MASs., Feb. 13th, 1877. 
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REPORT OF THE OVERSEERS OF THE POOR» 


OF THE 


OVW ON OR VCATIPOLE. 


For the Year ending February 1, 1877. 


Dr. 
Amount of personal property at 
almshouse Feb. 1, 1876, $1,559 31 
Paid for supplies, 875 66 
‘© ¢¢ coal and wood, 126 54 
‘6 6¢¢ extra labor, 31 82 
6s =6¢¢ harness, 25 00 
ss 66 A gwine, 28 00 
«¢ ¢¢ blacksmithing, 14 24 
‘s <«¢ medical attendance, 45 70 
‘¢ s¢ yepairs on buildings, 29 45 
s¢ <6 salary of O. F. Healy, 500 00 
7 $8,235 72 
Cr. 
Amount of personal property at 
almshouse, Feb. 1, 1877, $1,539 22 
Received for labor on highways, 45 00 
Received for board, 27 00 
Received of Mrs. Sarah Jackson, 14 90 
Cea $1,626 12 


Net expense of poor at almshouse, including 
board and lodging of 2,048 transient pau- 
pers, $1,609 60 

Whole number of paupers, 6 

Average number, 34 


22 


EXPENSE OF POOR OUT OF ALMSHOUSE. 


Dr. 


Paid board of David Fales, 

Paid board of Elizabeth Gay, 

Paid Taunton Hospital, board of 
John Duffy, 

Paid Taunton Hospital, board of 
Bridget Mahoney, 

Paid Taunton Hospital, board of 
F. H. Fales, 

Paid Taunton Hospital, board of 
W. A. Cleveland, 

Paid Worcester Hospital, board 
of Mrs. Carey, 

Paid aid to Mrs. John Delaney, 
cc ¢¢ ¢¢ Mrs, Hannah Geary, 
c6 666 666 ©, EK. Barnard, 
s¢ 66 ¢6¢ Sarah Jackson, 
c¢ «6 ¢¢ William Driscoll, 
co 6s 66 WT. Wilbur, 
co 6 6¢ A. Carnes,. 

«6 <¢ 66 Galen Smith, 

c¢ ¢¢ 6¢ George Smith, 

se «¢ ¢¢ Ruth Hinckley, 
66 6¢ 6* Mrs Conklin, 

ce 6¢ =¢¢ Michael Murray, 
cc ¢6¢ 66 John Hayford, 

c¢ 6¢ 66 Michael Colbert, 
c¢ «¢ 66 Kdward Daniels, 
co ose 66¢ Henry Eddy, 

sc se 66¢ William Penney, 
c¢ se 66 transient paupers, 

Paid funeral expenses of Sarah 
Jackson, 

Paid conveyance of State pau- 
pers to almshouse, 


$40 
45 


00 
OO 


65 


15 


70 


05 


74 
11 
62 
00 
00 
00 
25 
50 
83 
00 
00 
00 
00 
52 
50 
00 
00 
00 
80 


75 


00 


$1,564 17 


23 


Cr. 


_ By cash received of town of 
Sandwich, 

By cash received of town of Med- 
field, 

By cash received of city of Fitch- 
burg, 

By cash received of Mrs. Sarah 
Jackson, 

By amount due from city of Taun- 
ton, ; 


$31 00 
14 52 
54 00 

Pll te 


16 25 


$233 52 


$1,330 65 


Net expense of poor in and out of almshouse, $2,940 25 


Respectfully submitted. 


JAMES G. 


SCOTT, 


HENRY 8. CLARKE, 
HENRY E. CRAIG. 


WALPOLE, February 1, 1877. 


Overseers 
of the poor 
of Walpole. 


ANNUAL TOWN MEETING. 


Commontwealth of Mussuchusetts. 


NORFOLK, SS. 


To NatHaniet Brirp, Constable of the Town of 
Walpole, in said County. GREETING :— 


In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
you are directed to notify the inhabitants of the Town of 
Walpole, qualified to vote in elections and in Town 
affairs, to meet at the vestry of the first parish meeting- 
house, in said Walpole, on Monday, the fifth day of March 
next, at one o’clock in the afternoon, then and there to act 
upon the following articles : to wit, — 

ArticLE 1. To choose a Moderator to preside in said 
meeting. 


Arr. 2. To receive the Annual Report of the Town 
Officers, and act thereon. 


Art. 3. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the’ 
year ensuing. 

Art. 4. To grant a sum of money for the Repairs of 
Highways, Townways, and Bridges, and to determine the 
manner the same shall be expended. 

Art. 5. To grant a sum of money for the Support of 
the Poor, and other Town Charges for the year ensuing, 

Art. 6. To see if the Town will maintain a High 
School for the year ensuing. 


Art. 7. To grant a sum of money for the Support of 
Schools for the year ensuing. 
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Art. 8. To see if the Town will accept of a list of 
Jurors prepared by the Selectmen, and posted according 
to law. 

Art. 9. To see what method the Town will adopt to 
collect their taxes and fix the rate of discount on volun- 
tary payments for the year ensuing. 

Arr. 10. To see if the Town will give their Collector 


of Taxes all the power that a Treasurer has when Col- 
lector. 


Art. 11. To see if the Town will authorize their 
Treasurer to borrow money in anticipation of the taxes 
for the year ensuing. 


ArT. 12. To see if the Town will allow compensation 
to persons maintaining a Street Lamp on the highways 
for the year ensuing. 

ArT. 13. To choose a Committee to superintend the 
making of new Roads and Bridges for the year ensuing. 


Art. 14. To see if the Town will accept of the widen- 
ing and straightening of a part of Fisher street, begin- 
ning near the house of Catherine B. Fisher, thence south- 
erly to Main street, as laid out by the Selectmen, upon 
petition of Nathan W. Fisher and 29 others. 


Art. 15. To hear the Report of the Committee ap- 
pointed at the last Annual Town Meeting to draw up a 
set of By-Laws for the Town, and act thereon. 


Art. 16. To see if the Town will approve and adopt 
the Rules and Regulations voted at the last Annual Town 
Meeting for the government of the Public Library, and 
make said Rules and Regulations permanent for the future 
government of said Public Library, or make any changes 
or alterations in the same. 


Art. 17. To grant a sum of money for the support of 
the Public Library for the year ensuing. 


ArT. 18. To see if the Town will appoint a Commit- 
tee of Three, to be selected by the Chair, who shall report 


26 


on a suitable site for, and probable cost of, a Town Hall, 
at the adjourned meeting, upon a Petition of George A. 
Kendall and others. 

Art. 19. To hear the Report of the Committee rela- 
tive to increasing the facilities for the accommodation of 
more scholars in the East Schoolhouse, and act thereon. 

Art. 20. To see if the Town will reconsider the Arti- 
cle voted upon at the last Annual Town Meeting, relative 
to copying a part of the Town Records, and act thereon. © 

Art. 21. To determine the manner of warning future 
Town Meetings. . 

And you are directed to serve this Warrant by posting 
up attested copies thereof, one at each of the Post Offices, 
and one at each of the Public Meeting-houses in said 
Town, seven days at least before the time for holding said 
meeting. 

Hereof fail not, and make due return of this Warrant, 
with your doings thereon, to the Town Clerk, at the time 
and place of meeting, as aforesaid. 

Given under our hands, this thirteenth day of February, 
in the year eighteen hundred and seventy-seven. 


HENRY 8S. CLARKE, of 


JAMES G. SCOTT, Selectmen 
HENRY. E. CRAIG. Walpole. 


A true copy. Attest: 
NATHANIEL BIRD, 


Constable ol Walpole. 
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BIRTHS 


Reqistered in Walpole for the Year Ending Dec. 31, 1876. 


NAME OF CHILD. 


Josie Elizabeth Pember, 
William Taylor, 
Frederick A. Hamblin, 
William Walcott Rhoades, 
Mary Welch, 

Robert Lester Briggs. 
Annie Mahoney, 
James Dalton, 

Ruby George Garby. 
Mary Delaney, 

Emma Pequigenot, 
Archibald Fenton, 
Catherine Collins, 
Clara Ginevra Engley, 
Clara Florence Neal, 
John McManners, 
Maynard Hale Boyden, 
Honora Dalton, 

Mary Higgins, 
Jeremiah Delaney, 
Charles Henry Trimm, 
Grace Emma Dikeman, 
Mary E. Loftus, 

Myra Frances Fifield, 
Jeremiah Kannaley, 
David Michael Healey, 
Mary Ellen Clarkins, 
James Robert West, 
Marion Gray Fisher, 
Henrietta Jessie Johnston, 
Catharine Tobin, 
Emmeline Ruth Ring, 
Luman Julius Gilmore, 
Fannie May Coburn, 
Grace Hines, 

Joanna Harrigan, 
Edward Percey, 
Bridget Donahoe, 
Richard Flynn, 
‘Joanna Moore, 

Grace Elizabeth Patton, 
No name, 

Paul Erskine Wright, 
Susan Belcher Guild, 
Bridget Buckley, 

No name, 

William Henry Boyden, 
John Foley, 

Mary Jane Delaney, 
Walter Albertus Gilmore, 
Harriet Lenora Scrivens, 
George James Wright, 


NAME OF PARENTS. 


John H. and Joanna, 


_ William and Theresa, 


Frederick O. and Ella, 
Aaron D. and Priscilla, 
Francis and Catherine, 
Horace C. and Mary V. 
William and Margaret, 


| John and Ellen, 


_ William and Catherine, 
| Daniel and Joanna, 


Lemuel and Ruth, 
Michael and Ellen, 
Thomas and Julia, 

Anson F. and Clara A. 
Benjamin F. and Clara F. 
Peter and Mary, 

Porter S. and Julia Ella, 
Michael and Ann, 
Michael and Joanna, 
Bartholomew and Bridget, 
Charles H. and Estella, 


| James E. and Lina, 


Martin and Mary, 


| Henry L. and Mary A. 
| Edward and Ellen, 


Michael D. and Mary J. 
Michael and Mary, 


Charles O. and Georgianna G. 


David and Olive M. 
Samuel L. and Henrietta L. 
James and Ellen, 


_ Gharles W. and Rosalind, 


Luman and Nellie, 
George P. and Mary A. 
Patrick H. and Mary, 
David and Julia, 
William and Anastasia, 


| James and Catherine, 


John and Mary, 

Peter and Joanna, 

John A. and Caroline G. 
Joseph P. and Mary Nesmith, 
George F. and Miriam E. 


| Fisher and Harriet E. 


James and Mary, 


Harvey A. and Ellen H. Webster, 


William H. and Sarah Jane, 
Mathew and Bridget, 
Bartholomew and Bridget, 
Luman and Nellie, 

Jacob S, and Caroline E. . 
George F. and Miriam E. 


DATE OF 
BIRTH. 
| Jan. 17 
ce 20 
ce 24 
it 26 
6eé 26 
Feb. 17 
“c 18 
ce 22 
6c 23 
March 5 
ce 14 
ce 15 
&é 22 
‘é 24 
April 3 
May 29 
“é 30 
June 4 
f fe) 
66 19 
ce 29 
: 29 
¢ 30 
July 4 
ce 7 
ce IO 
rT 24 
66 26 
ce 26 
Aug. 7 
6c b34 
66 23 
6é 25 
“ce 27 
Sept. 2 
‘é 3 
“cc 14 
17 I 7 
ce 24 
Oct. 2 
ce 5 
6é 9 
ok 16 
Nova 15 
Dec; I 
6é Io 
ce 12 
6 18 
Sep. 21,’72 
June 11,’73 
Feb. 18,’75 


Mch 15,75 
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MARRIAGES 


Registered in Walpole for the Year ending Dec. 31, 1876. 


Jan. ie 
23. 
Feb. 4. 
March 22. 
May 12. 
27. 
June 1. 
12. 
13. 
21° 
22. 
Aug. 5 
26. 
Sept. 2. 
2. 


Clarence M. Giles, of Walpole, and Emma 
J. Fuller, of Rockville, (Conn.) 

James Alpheus Humes and Annie EK. Leon- 
ard, both of Walpole 

William Faucette, Jr., of Walpole, and Eliz- 
abeth H. Allen, of Medway. 

Charles G. Hall and Laura M. Boyden, both 
of Walpole. 

Henry McCorry and Margaret Neville, both 
of Walpole. 

Dennis Higgins and Nora Welch, both of 
Walpole. 

William F. Weiker, of Medfield, and Marga- 
ret J. Nichols, of Walpole. 

William F. Woolford, of Franklin, and Ag- 
nes Fisher, of Walpole. 

Clarence A. Kingsbury and Emma E. Hall, 
both of Walpole. 

George Langdon and Mary’ Kavanagh, both 
of Walpole. 

Edwin R. Delong, of Boston, and Mary L. 
Clark, of Walpole. 

Dennis Heggins, of Norwood, and Mary 
Haughlan, of Walpole. 

Charles A. Simmons, of Walpole, and Emily 
A. Blanding, of Foxboro’. 

Edward Nickelson and Margaret Tobin, both 
of Walpole. 

James Woodroffe and Adaline Slason, both of 
Walpole. 


Sept. 


Oct. 


Nov. 


Dec. 


18. 


26. 


26. 
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Holmes Nye and Sarah J. French, both of 
Walpole. 

Charles H. Boyden, of Walpole, and Linda 
R. Lambert, of Lynn. 

Jerome B. Bateman, of Waltham, and Sarah 
A. Mears, of Walpole. 

William H. Butman, of Beverly, and Hep- 
sibah G. Burke, of Walpole. 

Andrew J. Sellon, of Boston, and Anna J. 
Drugan, of Walpole. 
Myron H. Piper and Clara F. Allen, both of 
Walpole. . 
Wiliam H. Grover, of Lynn, and Sarah M. 
Brown, of Walpole. 

Porter J. Smith, of Canton, and Nancy E. 
Brown, of Walpole. 

Garret Schenck and Emma C. Perkins, both 
of Walpole. 

Maurice Colbert, of Boston, and Joanna Dal- 
ton, of Walpole. 
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DEATHS 


Registered in Walpole for the Year Ending Dec. 31, 1876. 


DISEASE OR 


DATE. NAME. AGE. CAUSE OF DEATH. 
'Yr’s. M’ths. Days. 
Jan. 7 | Mary Swett, 78 II 4 | Cancer. 
f§ 10 | Melissa L. Hall, 16 5 8 | Consumption. 
ie 13 | Helena C. Watkins, 70 4 22 | Fracture of neck of 
Femur. 
Feb, ; 2 |-Alice L. Tolman, 22 3 17 | Consumption. 
March 28 | William P. Fuller, | 37 7 6 | Consumption. 
«22 | John Delaney, 45 Heart disease. 
ao 9g | Nathaniel Y. French, 65 9 Paralysis. 
April 1 | Waitstill W. Douglass, | 58 5 Erysipelas. 
i 2 | Joel F. Fales, 45 6 3 | Consumption. 
a 7 | Lucie A. Marston, 32 4 25 | Consumption. 
ff 14 | Sylvia Frizell, | 80 7 1 | Consumption. 
24 | Rufus White, 79 7 26 | Old Age. 
May 5 | Frederick E. Ellis, | 17 9 5 | Consumption. 
‘4 11 | John W. Swan, | 27 II 10 | Consumption. 
a 1g | Clarissa Bullard, | 51 I Consumption. 
i 25 | Jesse P. Williams, + a8 7 17 | Tetanus. 
fs 30 | Henry C. Fuller, 48 4 22 | Consumption. 

June 4 | Ellis Morse, 177 6 Consumption. 

2 4 | Minnie J. Hartshorn. | 10 II Spinal Meningites. 
« 15 | Julia Collins, | 43 5 14 | Dropsy. 
“© 22 | Joseph E. Diggs, / 9 6 | Diarrhoea. 

July 2 | Julia A. Boyden, 62 2 7 | Consumption. 

3 | Robert H. Allen, | 22 6 11 | Drowning (accident). 
? 11 | Charlotte E. Thompson, | 31 II Inflammat’n of Brain. 
rs 30 | Mary E. Loftus, I Convulsions. 

Aug. 13 | Edith M. Hartshorn, 9 2 Cholera Infantum. 
s 18 | Annie L. McPherson, | 1 7 28 | Cholera Infantum. 
‘ 22 | Jason Boyden, 77 9 Old Age. 

Sept. 5 | Arthur S. Gould, | fe) 3 Disease of Brain. 
fs 12 | Julia A. Smith, 10 2 g | Caused by a fall (ac- . 

cident). 

Oct. 3 | David A. Orcutt, | 79 | Paralysis. 
of 8 | Lewis Clap, 87 I Old Age. 

h 13 | Mary Etta Hopkins, | 20 Consumption. 
Ky 19 | Calvin L. Fisher, 20 I 21 | Consumption. 
ms 26 | Susan Jackson, | 75 Bronchitis. 

Dec. 9 | Jonathan K. Pillsbury, | 59 9 I2 | Cancer of Bowels. 
ye 29 | Jeremiah Allen, 69 12 | Pneumonia. 

Whole number of Births . 52 
i my Marriages 25 
os Deaths 38 


GEORGE P. MOREY, Zown Clerk. 
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REPORT OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


For School Year ending Dec. 31, 1876. 


To THE CITIZENS OF WALPOLE :— 


The School Committee of this Town respectfully sub- 
mit the following as their Annual Report :— 


COMMITTEE. 


Lorine Jounson, Chairman, Joun N. Smita, 

Mrs. M. B. JoHNsOoN, Mrs. M. M. AtueEn, Sec’y. 

Mary R. Brirp, ANDREW W ASHBURN, 
Acting Chairman. 


Mr. Washburn was elected to fill the vacancy caused 
by the resignation of Mr. William Moore, whose pressing 
business engagements would not allow him the time he 
felt the important duties of the position demanded. 

Your committee feel that to them are entrusted immeas- 
urably the most important interests of the town, and ask 
a careful consideration of their suggestions and advice. 


ScHOOL-HOUSES. 


No buildings for schools have been erected during the 
past year, and no extensive repairs have been made. A 
partition in the Centre-school building has been removed, 
to throw the whole lower story into one room, to accom- 
modate the large Grammar school of the Centre and Vil- 
lage Districts. 

We cannot claim for the town any magnificence or spe- 
cial elegance of school buildings; still the school-rooms 
are, for the most part, fairly comfortable and convenient, 
and answer very well the requirements of the pupils. 

The exception is the Primary school room at South 
Walpole, which is in no respect a fit place for a school. 
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SUGGESTIONS. 


We suggest and advise that, as soon as practicable, 
better accommodations be provided at South Walpole 
in some way, perhaps by raising the building, and repairs 
similar to those had recently in the village school-house. 

The total enrollment of pupils in the West school is 
ten; a number too small for classification or for healthful 
emulation. If this school were discontinued, and the 
pupils brought, at the expense of the town, to the Centre 
school, better opportunities would be furnished at consid- 
erably less expense. 


TEACHERS AND SCHOOLS. 


No Report can well or properly separate these two 
items to secure a good and efficient school; good and 
efficient teachers must be employed and paid. We say 
paid, because our government does not pension the worn- 
.out, superannuated teacher, and it becomes a duty and a 
necessity to self, and perhaps family, to go where services 
are best appreciated. 

The family physician, the minister, and the teacher, 
should settle for life in a community; so we are glad to 
report but few changes in this town during the past year. 
The table annexed will show at a glance the names of 
teachers, and the field of labor occupied by each, with 
other statistics of the different schools. 

We call attention to changes in the schools in the centre 
of the town by which one school has been discontinued, 
and what at first seemed a difficult problem solved in such 
a way as to give very general satisfaction. It seems, at 
all events, the best that can be done under the circum- 
stances. 

The schools in Walpole are not all equally good. The 
teachers are not all equally enthusiastic and devoted; but 
there are no poor schools, and no teachers who are not up 
to the average in the country generally ; and, upon the 
whole, we find cause for satisfaction and congratulation 
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upon the past success and present state of the schools in 
this town. There seems no necessity to mention particu- 
lar schools, or to name teachers, as, for the most part, 
they are familiar to the people, both through personal 
acquaintance and former school reports. 

Thanks to the faithful, persevering labors of former 
school boards, we rejoice to have received from their 
hands good schools, already supplied with good and effi- 
cient Pciers and we congratulate ourselves and the pub- 
lic that we have been able ‘to hold fast to that which 
was good,” and maintain, at least, the former average of 
efficiency and excellence. 


VocaL Music. 


We regret to record what seems a backward step in 
regard to music in the schools. The services of a special 
teacher in this branch had been discontinued, and the 
reduced appropriation forbade renewing the engagement. 
But we urge teachers to make up for this loss by special 
effort in their different schools, and so endeavor to com- 
bine pleasant recreation with the severe labors of the 
school-room. There is a refining, humanizing effect in 
music; and it can be made to assist essentially in school 
discipline and government. It is the exception to find a 
cheerfully, pleasantly, well-governed school where music 
is entirely neglected. 


Goop ENGLISH. 


Our ‘‘ mother tongue” is a language beautiful, finished, 
excellent, and quite as likely as any other to become uni- 
versal; at all events, it is worthy of more attention than 
it receives. Each section of the country has its provin- 
cialisms, which are as marked as the different geological 
formations. New England is not free from strange 
phrases and queer pronunciations, which teachers should 
train themselves carefully to notice, and when detected, 
to correct, both in themselves and in their pupils. Per- 
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fection is the only satisfactory goal. Phonetic spelling 
will, perhaps, soonest bring these errors to notice. It is 
also a valuable aid to perfect articulation and distinct 
enunciation, which form the basis of good reading. 


GROWTH IN TEACHERS. 


No teacher who is not also a student, can meet with 
the highest success. A teacher must obtain intellectual 
‘«daily bread,” as well as give it. The enthusiasm of 
new thoughts, new ideas, new attainments, on the part 
of the teacher, will kindle an enthusiasm in the pupils. 
Let a teacher have a ‘‘hobby” and ride Jit earnestly, 
striving to be distinguished in some branch of science or 
art, and, although it may be a branch never taught direct- 
ly in the school-room, other branches will be taught the 
better for it, and he will command a respect and influence 
among his pupils not otherwise attainable. 


DRAWING. 


Drawing is already taught, nominally, in some of our 
schools, but it will not be efficient or satisfactory in its 
results until a great deal more is made of it. A special 
teacher should be engaged to meet our teachers once or 
twice each week, and prepare them to give their several 
schools the new theories and methods which have been 
adopted with marked success in our country within the 
last two or three years. Some moderate expense to 
instruct our teachers in this branch would be repaid a 
hundred-fold. A practical knowledge of drawing is as 
useful as arithmetic. When our people come to under- 
stand this, and act upon it, American workmen will no 
longer be crowded out of the best places in our offices and 
manufactories. 

PHYSICAL TRAINING. 


In Swiss schools, pupils spend one fifth of their time in 
physical exercises; the weak and feeble still more. Our 
schools ought to be sanitariums, and our teachers so 
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skilled in hygiene that children shall be sent to school 
because they are weak, as well as because they are igno- 
rant; and because they need physical culture, as well as 
because they need intellectual culture. The family. physi- 
cian ought to find in the teacher his most valuable co- 
worker and aid. There should be between them entire 
confidence and frequent communication. We must do 
something in New England to build up our boys and girls 
into stronger men and women. The men of the West 
already out-average us some inches in height, and are get- 
ting a reputation also for broader mental powers, as well 
as stronger arms and tougher sinews. More and more we 
must look to the schools to supply the defects of parents. 
Children belong to the public more than to their parents. 
The public must stand ready to make the most of its 
inheritance. 

In Germany, it is not uncommon to put school-houses 
under regular medical supervision ; and here surely we 
need no less the advice and co-operation of the medical 


profession 
Duties OF PARENTS. 


The best schools are the ones most visited by parents. 
If parents would visit the poorest school, it would 
improve rapidly. All the duties which parents owe to 
the schools cluster around, and depend upon, this first 
duty of frequent visitation. The pupils are encouraged 
by it; the teacher cheered and inspirited. Both teacher 
and pupils are stimulated to do their best; and the visit- 
ing may be continued until this becomes a habit of the 
school. If, when a school is not quite satisfactory, parents 
would organize for a series of visits, to be made every 
day for a fortnight or more, the result would be, without 
doubt, highly satisfactory to all concerned. Where a 
school is often visited the pupils gradually lose their 
bashfulness and awkwardness, and acquire freedom and 
ease of manners. Don’t wait until something excites 
anger, and then go and give the teacher a piece of your 
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mind, but go frequently, while all is pleasant and har- 
monious, and you are not likely to be called upon to 
go otherwise ; for most of the difficulties between teach- 
ners and parents come from a lack of information and 
acquaintance. 

Moras AND MANNERS. 


These two subjects of school instruction are often treat- 
ed together, and very properly, no doubt, although 
sometimes we see examples of good manners and bad 
morals, or the opposite. We uotice that this subject occu- 
pies considerable space in most School Reports, and we 
wonder if the good advice given gets read by the pupils 
of the schools or anybody else. 

Our remarks shall be very short, not so long as to bur- 
den the memory of any one. Dr. Arnold, the famous 
English teacher, shall say for us the words we would like 
to put into the mouth of each teacher and each pupil. 
‘¢It is necessary that this school shall be made up of 
Christian gentlemen.” ‘That covers all there is of good 
manners; that covers all there is of good morals; and 
the words have, moreover, in them some certain inde- 
scribable, healthy, and manly tone, and an upward look. 

In behalf of the Committee, 


ANDREW WASHBURN, Acting Chairman. 


We append to this report the following items of interest: 


PrizE COMPOSITION AND DECLAMATION. 


In March, the pupils of the High School competed for 
prizes in Composition and Declamation, offered by the 
efficient teacher, Mr. Blood. The awards were made as 
follows :— 

For Compositions. 
Exuta A. HaArtTsHorRN, ADELINE E. PETTEE. 


For Declamattions. 
GEoRGE H. SMITH, Frank H. Firrts. 
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HIGH SCHOOL. 


Pupils neither absent nor tardy for two years, or while 
connected with the school :— 


GrorGciE N. ELLIs, Autce M. GUILD, 
Wiiuiam F. Mann. 


Not absent for two years : — 
JOSEPH S. LEACH, JAMES H. KIvuin. 


Neither absent nor tardy one or more terms : — 


Anson H. ALLEN, Auick E. BENTLEY, 
Mary V. BoLceErR, Tuomas A. BYRNES, 
Exuus H. BATTLes, FLORENCE S. EVERETT, 
Sytvia E. EVERETT, MartTHa J. HaArReE, 
Joon M. RIorRDAN, WituramM H. SHEPHERD, 
ELMER S. SPEAR, GEORGE H. WARE. 


Atice J. WILLETT. 


Graduates, 1876 : — 


JoHN Herbert ALLEN, Auicre C. BENTLEY, 

TimorHy J. DONOVAN, MartTHa JANE HArre, 
¥ 

ADELINE F. PETTEs, JoHn M. Riorpan, 


LILLIAN V. SEVERY, ALDEN H. WHEELER. 


CENTRE GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 
Not absent nor tardy : — 
TrmotHy RIORDAN, | EMMA SPEAR. 
Not absent : — 


Hinanp Diaes, Nertiz Diaes, 
MABEL JEPSON, Mamik£ SPEAR, 


ANNIE Brrp. 


Pupils of highest rank in attendance, deportment and 
scholarship :— | 


FRED. CHAMBERLAIN, DANIEL SULLIVAN, 
BERTIE SPEAR, Lizzie Brrp. 


39 
EAST GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 


Not absent nor tardy : — 

MicHaE. F. Smitu. 
Not absent : — 

ARTHUR S. GUILD. 


Not absent nor tardy one term — 


AURILLA L. CoBuRN, Annie E. Hewins, 
ELMER F. FISHER, WILLIAM COUGHLEN. 


SOUTH GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 


Not absent nor tardy : — 


Epira WRIGHT, Ipa GILMORE, 
Frank Barron, GEORGE STEARNS, 
RoBERT TIFFANY. 


Not absent nor tardy one term : — 


Litty BuLuARD, Everett Morron, 
Dora Boypen, JAMES BYRNES, 
CARRIE BILLINGS, WILLIE CLARKE, 
Eva GILMore, WILLIE STEARNS, 
Harrie BILuiNes, PETER JOYCE, 
Mary Rrorpan, Henry CLINTON, 
JAMES BaRrTOoN, GEORGE BisHop. 


CENTRE INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL. 


Not absent nor tardy one term : — 


MauvricE SPEAR, MIcHAEL LANE, 
EMMA SPEAR, JOHN THOMPSON, 
WILuiAM BAYLEY, Nevur J. MEED, 
Tuomas Hate, ALICE SPEAR, 
WALTER GUILD, HALLIE JEPSON, 


MABEL JEPSON. 
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CENTRE PRIMARY SCHOOL. 


Not absent nor tardy : — 


WILLIk HALE. 


Not absent nor tardy one term : — 


Paut LANE, GEORGE FALEs, 
Henry Lewis, Timotuy FLynn, 
Jane McoKerran, Witure Manorey, 
DeEwnNIS ConnERS, Maaerr COoNNERS. 


KAST PRIMARY SCHOOL. 


Not absent nor tardy one term : — 
DELIA SMITH. 


SOUTH PRIMARY SCHOOL. 


Not absent nor tardy two terms : — 


Hatrig E. Bacon, Mary E. Latuam, 
Emity Morrissey, ParKER BOYDEN, 

Josie BARTON, ArtTHuR LATHAM, 
ANNIE WRIGHT, Parrick RIORDAN. 


Not absent nor tardy one term : — 


FRANK J. CLARKIN, ANNIE F. NUGENT, 
Percy THOMPSON. 


NORTH SCHOOL. 
Not absent : — 
NatHan C. Gay. 


Not absent one or two terms :— 


SAMUEL BENTLEY, C. FREDERICK HaArTsHORN, 
WINFIELD S. FISHER, Mary DRAKE. 
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FIRST ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES 


OF THE 


WALPOLE PUBLIC LIBRARY. 


In conformity with the requirements of Section 2 of 
the By-Laws, the Trustees present their first annual re- 
port. At the last annual town meeting, it was voted that 
a Free Public Library be established in Walpole, and six 
trustees were elected, who should have the general charge 
thereof. The Dog-Tax, amounting to $235, and an appro- 
priation of $250, in addition, were voted; these two 
amounts making about the sum annually voted by neigh- 
boring towns for the support of their Libraries. The 
Trustees were instructed, by vote, to confer with the Pro- 
prietors of the East Walpole Library, and arrange, if pos- 
sible, for the transfer of the books to the town. They 
were also instructed ‘‘to make such rules and regulations 
as, in their judgment, may be expedient for the loaning of 
books, to continue in force till the next annual meeting 
of the town, when, if approved, they shall contimue as 
rules and regulations for the government of the Library.” 

In pursuance of above votes, arrangements were made 
by which the books of the East Walpole Library were 
transferred to the Town. They numbered about 700 vol- 
umes of well-classified literature. 

The «* Young People’s Library,” of about 125 volumes, 
was also given to the Trustees. These books had been 
stored for some time, and some volumes were missing 
from the sets. These have since been supplied. The 
‘«¢ Agricultural Library,” of about 50 volumes, also finds 
a place upon the shelves. Thus were obtained about 875 
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volumes, and the Trustees congratulate the Town upon 
obtaining so many valuable books at so little cost. 

Arrangements were made with Mr. F. O. Pillsbury to 
accommodate the Library, and he became Librarian. By 
purchases and donations during the year the number of 
books has been increased to about 1,200 volumes. 

The Library is open during the business hours of every 
day of the week. The Trustees feel that in accomplish- 
ing this, they have been very fortunate, those in neigh- 
boring towns being open but one, or at most, two after- 
noons and evenings in each week. 

A code of By-Laws of the Trustees and Rules and Reg- 
ulations for the Library have been prepared. They may 
be found on the first pages of the Catalogue. By vote, 
these Rules and Regulations for the Library must be 
accepted by the town at its next annual meeting, in order 
to continue in force after this year. é 

Insurance to the amount of $700 was effected on the 
books. It was estimated that not more than two-thirds of 
the number of volumes would be on the shelves at any 
one time. This estimation has been verified by the facts 
since the Library was opened. 

Some impatience was manifested at the delay in opening 
the Library to the public. This was natural, and not 
unexpected. But there was a great deal of work to be 
done; many of the books had to be re-bound, all were 
stamped, re-covered, pasted, numbered, catalogued, and 
placed upon the shelves. The rules and regulations of 
other Libraries, and the experience of the respective 
Librarians were considered, in order to devise the simplest 
and best rules and management for our own. Several 
weeks were consumed in preparing the Catalogue. The 
Trustees return their thanks to the ladies and gentlemen 
who. kindly volunteered their services in covering the 
books. 

Under the present system it would be difficult for any 
one to get at the financial status of the Library. There 
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are at present two treasurers, viz.: the town’s, and the 
treasurer of the Public Library. It will thus be necessary 
to refer to the report of each in order to get at the details 
of receipts and expenditure. This should not be so. The 
custom adopted in most towns, for instance, ‘Norwood, 
Dedham, and Wakefield, is, that at some convenient time, 
as soon as may be after the annual meeting, the amount 
there voted for the support of the Library is transferred 
to the Trustees. The Board are unanimously of the opin- 
ion that this method should be adopted here. There has 
been expended of the town appropriation $477.54, leaving 
a balance of $7.46 to the credit of the Library. The 
report of the Treasurer of the Public Library made up to 
the close of the fiscal year, viz., Feb. 1st, is annexed. It 
shows receipts of $247.87, and expenditure of $198.23, 
leaving a balance of $49.64, which will have been expend- 
ed before March Ist. For details the Trustees refer to 
the reports. 

A concert was given at the Unitarian Church Wednes- 
day evening, Jan. 10th, for the benefit of the Library. 
It was well attended, and was a success in every way, 
Great credit is due to the originator, and the Trustees 
desire to express their thanks to all concerned. The net 
receipts were $35.93. | 

Donations of books have been received, and quite a 
number, many of them valuable, have thus been added to 
the shelves. The Hon. B. W. Harris, our Member of 
Congress at Washington, has caused to be sent a score or 
more from the Government printing-office. General John 
Eaton, our Commissioner of Education, also at Washing- 
ton, has sent us his report on the Public Libraries of the 
United States. Hon. F. W. Bird, Dr. S. E. Stone, Mr. 
S. H. Pearce, and Miss Elizabeth Plimpton, have also 
presented books. To all the donors the Trustees return 
their grateful thanks. In this connection, attention is 
called to the fact that all books are acceptable, and the 
Trustees will be glad to receive any that may be present- 
ed. The Library should contain every Walpole report, 
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or other printed document, which the town has issued. 
Pamphlets of every description are gladly received. It is 
hoped that all interested will send to the Library such as 
they do not care to keep. Patrons are requested to leave 
with the Librarian the titles of all books they wish added 
to the collection, and such recommendations will always 
receive the careful consideration of the Book Committee. 

In the opinion of the Trustees, the Library is doing a 
good work so far as its means will allow, the books on the 
shelves being in constant demand, furnishing valuable 
information to all who seek it, encouraging a taste for lit- 
erature, and carrying rational enjoyment into many fami- 
lies. It is valuable also as a supplement to the school 
system. The Trustees are glad to observe that our school- 
boys and girls are constant patrons. 

The Library was opened July 15th, 1876. In the six 
months ending January 15th, 1877, the number of those 
who have taken one or more books is 715, and the enor- 
mous number of 11,366 volumes were issued. This is 
equivalent to issuing the entire library nearly ten times 
over in the six months. 

Does any one doubt that the Library is a success? If 
so, let him compute the average daily issue of books, reck- 
oning six days to the week, and to the knowledge thus 
obtained add the fact that many of these books are taken 
out by those whom it is especially desired to reach, viz. : 
those whose limited means render books a luxury, and 
who would be deprived of their use were it not for the 
Library. 

The Trustees recommend that, in addition to the Dog- 
Tax, which by law of the State can only be expended for 
Public Libraries or schools, the sum of four hundred dol- 
lars be appropriated to the support of the Library for the 
coming year. 

Respectfully submitted, 
For the Trustees, 
GEO. A. KENDALL, Charman. 


WALPOLE, Feb. 1, 1877. 
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RECEIPTS. 
Deposit in East Boston Bank, $153 04 
Proceeds of Concert, Bone 
Catalogues sold, 33 40 
Fines, 20-00 
$247 87 
EXPENDITURE. 
Shelving and Painting, $23 87 
Books, Magazines and Binding, ar iays: 
Printing, Stationery, &c., 45-753 
Insurance, One 
Librarian’s salary to March 1, ’77. 50 00 
Transporting books to East Walpole ‘ 17 00 
34 weeks at 50 cts., 
$198 23 
Balance in Treasury Feb. 1, ’77, 49 64 


HENRY E. CRAIG, 
Treasurer Public Library. 
WALPOLE, Feb. 1, 1877. 
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